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West End Neighborhood Association Fall Meeting
November 18th, Thursday at 7 p.m.
NOTE NEW LOCATION!
Chops Teen Center 509 Wilson Street
Opportunities to socialize with neighbors are greatly
reduced as winter approaches, the weather turns cooler
and the holidays arrive. Community is very important and
our fall meeting is a great place to check in with each
other. Our special guest speaker will be Ernesto Olivares ,
Santa Rosa City member.
The West End Neighborhood is very fortunate to have two
outstanding community resources, Chop’s Teen Club &
the 6th Street Playhouse, right on W. 6th Street.
We’ll meet the new executive director of Chop’s Teen
Club, Diana Curtin and the Managing Director of 6th
Street Playhouse, Cheryl Itamura. How about a neighborly
cocktail at Stark’s afterwards?

President’s Report
The West End community has had an amazing year! I recently
read that folks are “discovering” the joy of downtown living as if it
were a new phenomenon. West Enders know that it’s certainly not
a new concept.
We understand the beauty of living in an area close to shopping,
entertainment, restaurants and miles of bike trails. We have small
homes so we value our front porches, our gardens and our parks.
Railroad Square & the West End enjoy being ground zero for
many exciting S. R. events. We also have our own events such as
our annual summer BBQ and Bike Parade, W. E. Summer Bocce,
Movie Night & the West End Halloween Day Kid’s Parade.
Community is everything. It’s a rare neighborhood that socializes,
works toward goals and creates together. We appreciate our
wealth of creative, talented individuals
and are also thankful to the dedicated
core of residents following projects,
developments and the City of Santa
Rosa activities that may affect our
neighborhood.
I am proud of our the West End
Neighborhood where urbanism,
preservation, art and people come
together!

West End Calendar
West End Meetings for 2010
November 18th 7 p.m. West End Neighborhood
Association Fall Meeting at Chop’ s Teen Center
Mark these events to put on your calendar:
Nov. 26th, Friday- Holiday Tree Lighting:
Location: Courthouse Square Time: 5-7 p.m.
www.santarosacourthousesquare.com
Nov. 27th through Christmas Eve- Historic
Railroad Square Holiday horse & Carriage rides.
Time:Weekends 11a.m.-4p.m.
Dec. 3rd, Friday- Chop’s Variety Showcase. An
evening of food and fun to celebrate the talent of
Chop’s members. Location: Chop’s Teen Center
Time: 4:30- 6:30 p.m. www.chopsonline.com
Dec. 4th & 5th, Saturday & Sunday- Santa Paws at
Western Farm Center. Your pet can take a photo with
Santa! Time:10 a.m.- 4 p.m.
www.westernfarmcenter.com
Dec. 4th, Saturday- Railroad Square Open House
(10 a.m.-6 p.m.) and Memorial Hospice Tree
Lighting Ceremony at Depot Park Time: 6 p.m.
www.railroadsquare.net
Dec. 9th, Thursday-City of S. R. Planning
Commission will review Bike & Pedestrian
Masterplan. Location: S.R. City Council Chamber
100 Santa Rosa Ave. Time: On or after 4 p.m.
6th Street Playhouse:
Nov. 26th- Dec 19th Ham for the Holidays
Dec. 19th, Sunday 6th Street Improv- Radio Show.
www.6thstreetplayhouse.com
A complete calendar at www.srwestend.com

The ONLY way to receive these updates
is to register your email address at
www.srwestend.com
The West End Neighborhood Association Board:
President Lea Barron-Thomas Vice President Guy
Dean Secretary-Treasurer Dan Wright
Board of Directors: Pat Bailey, Kernan Coleman, Rob
Cox, Carol Dean, Susan Hayes and Allen Thomas
Newletter & email updates: Lea Barron-Thomas

MODERNVeterinarian

Paul Pasero Jr.

By Allen Thomas
Paul Pasero Jr. was only two years old when the
New York Giants baseball team won the 1917
National League pennant. The young Pasero was
the only child of Kate and Paul Sr. and grew up
here in the West End at 320 West 8th Street.
Paul's folks ran the Hotel Torino and Pasero
Restaurant that was located on the corner of West
6th Street and Adams (now the Chop's Teen Club).
Kate Pasero (originally an Arrigoni) also worked in
the California Packing Plant as a cannery worker.
Like most “West Side” kids, Paul attended the
Lincoln School were Miss Minnie Coulter (Coulter
Street was named after her family) was the
principal. Some of his classmate’s families were
recent immigrants from Italy and English was a
second language. He also attended S. R. Junior
High and S. R. H. S., where he was able to play
baseball. Besides attending school, Paul worked at
the family business. For fun, Paul and his friends
played in the Santa Rosa Creek behind the
Cannery & Grace Brothers Brewery and along the
railroad tracks behind the old brick warehouses on
Donahue. A great delight for neighborhood kids was
reaping ice chips from the iceman or scoring pickles
off the Imwalle’s produce truck.
The Great
Depression took
hold in 1929,
forcing Paul Sr. to
move his restaurant
to the basement of
his home on West
8th Street. On July
4th, 1933, when
Lincoln School Low 3rd Grade June 1925 Paul Jr. was 17,
Paul Pasero Jr. Second row from top, tragedy struck
second from left
when both of his

On the first Saturday evening of each month, teens
are cutting a rug at Chop’s Teen Club! Chop’s has
developed a partnership with the local expert on
Social Dance, Steven Nordquist to provide a unique
and entertaining experience for teens in 7th -12th
grades. The evening starts out with a dance lesson
taught by the Nordquist Junior Instructors, teens
who have been promoted through the ranks at
Nordquist Dance to become young instructors.
After the hour long lesson, participants show off
their talents under the Chop’s nightclub lights.

Hotel Torino & Paul Pasero Restaurant Approx. 1913

parents were killed along with a family friend in a
car accident on Old Redwood Highway. Paul
moved into his Grandmother’s home on the corner
of West 7th and Jefferson streets (kitty corner from
the Pioneer French Bakery). He had to forgo his
senior year of high school and his passion for
baseball to go to work to support himself.
In 1940, he joined the U.S. Army for one only year
and ending up serving our county during World
War Two until the end of the war. He returned to
Santa Rosa, married and worked at Arrigoni Market
until her retired in the 1970's.
Paul and I spoke about his childhood in the West
End just before the San Francisco Giants played
the Philadelphia Phillies this October. He told me
that he has always been a S. F. Giants fan and was
hoping they would finally win the World Series.

Paul, you got your wish and you are
officially the West End's number one
Giant's fan.
Dance types include,
the Swing, Cha-Cha,
Waltz, Tango and
Night Club 2-step. It
is quite a site to see.
It is wonderful to
witness the teens
dressed in formal
attire, dancing the night away—and treating each
other with utmost respect! In January of 2011, this
dance will be offered at Chop’s Teen Club on the
2nd Saturday of the month from 7:00-10:00pm .
By Diana Curtin

West End UPDATES
DeTurk Round Barn: The project is still underway. The
completion dates for the exterior is some time in November
and the interior is slated for December. As always, these dates
are subject to many issues such as surprises, snafus, weather
and Murphy’s law. The one thing we do know, is that it will be
astonishingly beautiful.
Historic West End homes Studies: In April and May 2010
graduate students from Sonoma State University recorded and
researched 14 historic homes in the West End neighborhood.
Led by Dr. Adrian Praetzellis (former resident and founding
board member of the WE Neighborhood Association) the team
recorded architectural and stylistic details of houses on 11th,
10th, 6th, 7th, Ripley and Davis Streets and evaluated their
eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places. The
houses ranged from classic late 19th century Queen Anne
cottages to Arts and Crafts inspired homes built just before
WWII. Special thanks to Betsy Hall, Ty Jones, Jennifer
Watson, Allen Thomas and Lea Barron-Thomas for helping to
coordinate the project. By Dr. Adrian Praetzellis
Open House Invitation to the 6th Street Theater: The 6th
Street Playhouse will be having a Holiday Open House on
Sunday, December 12th in the late afternoon after the closing
matinee performance of 1940's Radio Hour. The Holiday Open
House will feature backstage tours of the Playhouse, holiday
cookies and snacks, hot apple cider, eggnog, music, song
good cheer and best of all it is FREE! We'd like to extend an
invitation to all West Enders to come and join us to celebrate
the holidays in a good old fashioned neighborly way. No RSVP
is necessary, just come as you are. Everyone including adults,
teens and kids are welcome. At the Open House we will also
be drawing the winning raffle ticket for the Sonoma County
Treasure Trove, the grand prize winner will receive a treasure
chest filled with thousands of dollars worth of treasures from all
around Sonoma County! By Cheryl Itamura, Managing Director
West End Sponsors: Our West End sponsors are special
individuals and businesses that support our Neighborhood
Association. There is an strong connection to each of these
sponsors- some are residents, some are West End/ Railroad
Square businesses. In certain cases, such as the Bastoni
Family, Bertolini Family and Gary Wong- they grew up here.
Let’s support them in return! Welcome new sponsor, David
Daher -Last Day Saloon.

Are Single-Family Homes Safe in the West End?
By Jennifer Watson

There are portions of the West End along Ripley, 10th, 11th and
Davis Streets that consist of single-family homes where the
current land use designation is set for medium density. These
homes are considered legal non-conforming.
The medium density designation could allow for a single-family
home to be removed and a three-story multi-unit buildings to
be erected in its place with zero-foot set-back from adjoining
property. Families that have invested not only in our
neighborhood, but likely in the renovation/restoration of an
older home are being told by the land use designation in the
City’s General Plan that their homes are dispensable and not

IMPORTANT
PHONE NUMBERS
EMERGENCY/POLICE 911
(On Cell phone dial 528-5222)
Non-emergency Police 528-5222

Neighborhood Watch Leaders
Decker St: Tracy Humphrey 570-0396
Boyce St: Chad Gallagher 332-7172
W. 8th St: Allen Barron-Thomas 477-8422
Hewitt St: Michael & Becky McGinnis 526-6868
Polk St: Tom Post 578-0345
W. 7th St: Josh Dillman 546-4831 338-4565
W. 6th St: John Mendes 575-0321
10th St: Jennifer Watson 568-3735
9th St: Sher Ennis 545-8677
Pierson St: Luke & Tiffany Kampmann 571-8987
6th St.: Betsy Hall 481-2130

Grief Support Available
Grief is the natural human response to deep personal loss.
Because loss is an unavoidable part of life, so is grief.
Unfortunately, many people repress their grief-related
reactions because they are socially unacceptable. We’re all
familiar with “boys don’t cry,” “stiff upper lip,” and the three-day
“bereavement leave” after which we’re expected to “get over
it,” get back on the job, and perform as if nothing had
happened. Our culture is not very friendly to grief.
The problem is that unresolved grief results in short- and longterm reactions such as depression, lethargy, sudden mood
swings, sleep disorders, emotional withdrawal, and other
debilitating conditions. The good news is that grief can be
transformed into a less painful experience so that people
experiencing grief may progress to a healthier, more normal
life. A compassionate heart and active sharing/listening are
helpful remedies.
West-end resident, Andrew Zarrillo, is available at no cost to
help anyone in our community who is suffering from a
significant loss. For six years, Andrew worked as a bedside
volunteer with the Zen Hospice Project in S.F. Since moving
to Sonoma County, he has been a grief-support volunteer with
Memorial Hospice in Santa Rosa for the last five years. If you
or anyone you know in our community is having a difficult time
with grief, contact Andrew directly at 707-237-7029 or email
him at a2zendo@yahoo.com.

part of the City’s vision for the West End. Decades ago the City
believed that these portions of the West End would be
redeveloped, but the area and single family homes have
proven resilient.
In February/March the Council will look at this neighborhood
issue again. Thanks to all the neighbors who have signed
petitions and shown up for Planning Commission and City
Council meetings since 2007. For years we have been told that
it was ‘not the right time to fix the problem’. Hopefully the
new council will value all of the hard work property owners
have done of the years and do the right thing. Look for
updates via the West End website.

Thank-you West End Neighborhood Sponsors!

We deliver the WNA newsletter: Margot Cox, Allen Thomas, Michael & Becky
McGinnis, Tim Sarter & Kelcey Jacobsen, John & Marcella Mendes, Kathy Hoare, Sher
Ennis, Kelly Cowen & Melissa Garcia, RoxanneTrujillo, Andrew Zarillo, Juliet Wilson
& Betsy Hall.

