West End
Neighborhood News
A Classic American Neighborhood

Annual Summer BBQ and Bike Parade
July 17th, Saturday at DeMeo Park
BBQ at 3 p.m. Bike Parade at 1:30
The West End Summer BBQ is a long established tradition.
Join your friends and neighbors at DeMeo
Park for food, frivolity and fun. Bring a dish
to share. Remember to bring serving
utensils and mark your serving plates.
Neighbors are invited to bring their own
reusable plates and utensils.
The West End Neighborhood Association provides
hamburgers, hot dogs, veggie burgers, beverages, utensils
and plates.
This year, we will have a bicycle parade proceeding the
picnic. Whether you have a bicycle, wagon, stroller or roller
blades- everyone is invited to join in the
fun. Decorations are not required, of
course, but would be great fun.
Volunteers needed for: Set up, Clean up,
Bike parade safety. Please call or email
Allen Thomas (707) 477-8422 or
srallen@sonic.net

President’s Report
The West End Neighborhood has held their yearly BBQ & Picnic for
over 15 years. Even if you are too busy for other things during the
year, this is an opportunity for our neighborhood community to come
together and make a connection.
We are very excited to announce our first ever Bike
Parade before the picnic. The route will wind
through the neighborhood and will cover several
blocks (just under a mile). The fabulous Hennepin
Crawler, created by West End artists Krank Boom
Clank, will lead the parade. Every one is invited to
attend- the theme is human powered wheels- so let
your imagination run wild.
The West End Neighborhood where
urbanism, preservation, art and people
come together!

July 2010
West End Calendar
West End Meetings for 2010
November 18th 7 p.m. West End Neighborhood
Association Fall Meeting
West End Summer Bocce
2010 Bocce season dates- May 14th to Sept. 17th
Friday nights at 6 p.m. West End Bocce is a favorite
tradition. Friends, neighbors and their dogs spend
lovely summer evenings socializing, eating and ,of
course, playing bocce!
Mark these events to put on your calendar:
July 27 to Aug 8th Sonoma County Fair
Aug 1 Baby Seal Club Live at Juilliard – 17th
Annual 2010 Summer Concert Series 5-7pm
August 6th & September 3rd Summer Nights |
Railroad Square- 4th Street between Davis and
Wilson 6pm-9pm www.snrrs.com
August 21, Saturday 4-6 p.m. Will Smith ONE
ACROSS THE BOW Artist Reception at Quicksliver
Mine Co. Show dates: August 20—September 26th
www.quicksilvermineco.com/index.html
www.killingtimestudios.com
August 28th Gong Show Another hilarious Santa
Rosa Live version of the classic T V show. At Toad in
the Hole www.thetoadpub.com
Sunday August 29, 2010 Santa Rosa Marathon:
Starts and finishes in downtown Juilliard Park. This
course follows the S. R. Creek on the Prince Memorial
Greenway. Register at
www.thesantarosamarathon.com
September 1 Rosie Explorer Tour- Prohibition in
S. R. Tours leave the Downtown Market every
Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
www.srdowntownmarket.com/html/rosie.shtml
September 26th, Sunday 3rd Annual Great West End
& Railroad Square Hand Car Regatta
http://handcar-regatta.com
October 23rd, Saturday Railroad Scare in Historic
Railroad Square www.railroadsquare.net
October 24th, Sunday 2010 Full Moon TourAnother exciting tour of the West End & Railroad
Square at night under the full moon
A complete calendar at www.srwestend.com

Veterinarian
MODERN
Are you
confused about household
toxins disposal?
By Lea Barron-Thomas
Everyone has a higher awareness of recycling, reusing and just
using less but if you are like me, there are always those little
nagging items that I’m not sure what to do with. Here’s a short list
of those types of items and how to dispose of them.
Batteries, Paint, Aerosol sprays, Pesticides Glues, Adhesives of all
kinds, medicines and spent fluorescent lamps.
These items are all considered household toxics
(hazardous waste. Yikes!) -products that have
potential to harm people, animals or the environment.
How do you dispose of these items? Several choices:
1) Household Toxics Facility Take a ride out to the
country- So. Co. residents can properly dispose of these items at the
Household Toxics Facility. Bring your ID to prove residency.
Appointment: Not required. Fees: No fees for residents. Hours:
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 7:30am-2:30pm Location: Central
Disposal Site, 500 Mecham Rd., Petaluma
2) Toxics Rover pick up service More money than time? Have
your toxics picked up from your home. Call 877-747-1870 or 7952025 to make an appointment. Limited appointments are available.
A $50 fee for this service.
3) Community Toxics Collections Schedule Are
you organized? Every week, on Tuesdays from 4-8
pm., there will be a toxics collection somewhere in
So. Co. Bring your ID to prove residency.
Appointment required. Call 877-747-1870 or
795-2025 Locations of Community Toxics
Collections will be provided when you schedule your appointment.
Next NW S. R. collection is scheduled for August 31st.
3) Other Options
Batteries: Household batteries can't be disposed in the garbage. All
kinds of alkaline, rechargeable and button batteries are accepted at
participating retailers such as Friedman’s Home Improvement.
Medicine: There is growing evidence that pharmaceuticals, when
flushed down the toilet, tend to persist in highly treated wastewaternot good for the environment. The City of Santa Rosa sponsors a
Safe Medicine Disposal program to help you safely dispose of
unused and unwanted medications. Drop off your meds at your local
participating pharmacy. Not all medical items are accepted. For
instance, “Medical” marijuana is not accepted. Go figure! For more
info and to check the list for acceptable items go to: http://ci.santarosa.ca.us/departments/utilities/treatment/
environmental_compliance/pollution_prevention/housedisp/Pages/
pharmaceuticals.aspx

Any questions? Call the Eco-Desk Hotline 707-565DESK(3375).
The Sonoma County Waste Management Agency
provides a hotline to answer questions about waste
reduction and recycling.
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West End UPDATES
DeTurk Round Barn: Our beautiful
Round Barn is under construction and is
targeted for completion early this Fall. If the Barn looks
anything like the Dog Park we are in for a treat.
Hand Car Regatta: Ty Jones and Spring Maxwell are up
to it again. The 3rd Great West End and Railroad Square
Regatta rolls into Railroad Square on September 26th.
Steam punk costume hint: This year’s theme is India.
The Full Moon Walking Tour: Allen Thomas will lead his
6th annual tour through Railroad Square and the West
End. This year's tour will focus on a few unfortunate
mishaps and the gossip that surrounds these tragic old
stories. The incredible Fondettes will also play.
Bocce Courts and Restroom: Through neighbor’s dues
and our generous sponsors, we have been able to
provide a port-a-potty for our Summer Bocce season at
DeMeo Park. If you’d like to use the port-a-potty for a
birthday party or family get together- we ask that you
make a donation of $20 for cleaning the unit. That’s a
deal! One day port-a-potty rentals run bout $100.00.
More info Allen Thomas at 707-477-8422.
West End Movie Night: Paul, our Coulter St. movie
man, has shown two great movies at De Meo Park this
year. Paul doesn't have a set schedule so you should
look for fliers and West End updates. Next year, Paul
hopes to return to DeTurk Round Barn.
Sonoma County Bike Path : Wow, this is cool. The So.
Co. Water Agency just competed paving the north side of
the path the runs along the Santa Rosa Creek from
Fulton Road to Willowside Road. That’s over five miles of
paved path with only one road crossing at Pierson Street,
from Santa Rosa City Hall to Willowside.
Gateways Community Advisory Board: Three West
End residents have applied to serve on this board which
will make suggestions & give input on proposals on the
Gateways redevelopment process. The West End looks
forward to improved City infrastructure to make the
Downtown a vibrant and sustainable place.
9th Street Underpass Mural: We are still waiting for
Caltrans approval. Get ready to get your painting clothes
on to help apply the mural once it is approved. This
project has received a City of S. R. Cab grant and is a
joint effort between the St. Rose & West End.
West End Cycling Society: is a casual group formed to
enjoy the camaraderie of
riding bikes together.
The last West End to
Hop Monk Full Moon
Ride was great fun. For
more intense road biking
we ride Sunday
mornings at 7:00 am and
Noon on Tuesdays.
Sunday we ride for
about 3 to 4 hours &
Photo Courtesy of So. Co. Library
Tuesday for about 90
minutes. Contact Allen at
707-477-8422 for info. T-shirts may follow- stay tuned.

The West End Energy Geeks
Stacia Okura and Pat Bailey

· How old is your roof? If you plan to replace it soon,
consider coupling the roofing and solar projects. Discuss
roof mounting options with your installer – installed unWe are two people in an old
der the roofing makes roof replacement easier and inhouse who have been professional
stalled over the roof makes installing solar easier.
energy geeks for about 25 years between us. Last issue,
· There are financial incentives available – PG&E offers
we discussed reducing energy consumption through
solar rebates at a set $/watt level (I believe that it’s curenergy efficiency. Hopefully, you have had the chance to
rently $1.10/watt and will decrease soon). The federal
go to the PG&E website to help analyze how your home
government offers a 30% investment tax credit for an
uses energy and how to save energy.
owner that is based on the cost of the system.
But let’s face it - power production is sexier than
· Consider cash flow when making your financial deciconservation, but energy efficiency and solar should be
sion. Monthly cash flow is a good way to look at your inconsidered in conjunction - reducing your consumption
vestment because you can compare previous monthly
will allow for a smaller, less expensive solar system.
We’ve recently installed a solar system on our home. Our bills to the cost of financing the solar system. The ROI is
decision was based on a number of factors. Our electric very complex and often does not look very good because
in general the cost of utilities relative to the cost of the
bills were not high enough to justify the cost of the
system from a financial perspective. However, in the next system is low. The ROI is pretty long for solar if your utilcouple of years we intend to increase our electric load by ity bills are relatively low.
purchasing a plug in hybrid or electric car. The idea of
· Will the solar installer provide a monitoring system for
our solar system replacing our need for gasoline was very you? Some installers provide an online consumption and
appealing. Lastly, we got a good deal on a system being
production display. Some provide production only.
connected to a solar company. Most importantly, we
· Where do you want to install the inverter?
truly believe that renewable energy will solve many
· Who is doing the paperwork for the rebate and conproblems, such as our reliance on imported energy.
nection to PG&E’s grid? Pulling the permit?
There are many factors to consider when contemplating · Get a financial proposal showing expected production
adding solar to your home. :
and savings off of your utility bill.
· Does your roof have solar exposure? South facing
· Who manufactures the panels, and how do they comroofs are ideal, west facing are second best. Make sure
pare to other manufacturers panels? (Panel efficiency,
that there are no large trees or other obstructions that
warranty, etc.)
will block the solar exposure.
We’ve listed the top considerations, but it’s imperative to
· Does your roof have adequate space for a solar
do thorough research and receive multiple bids before
system? Your solar contractor will do a site assessment
moving forward with your project.
to ensure that your roof will have adequate space.

Don’t let this happen to you. The West End website is the
premier source for West End related news and updates. It also
offers a calendar, information about the West End and an
extensive gallery of photos. The ONLY way to receive these
updates is to register your email address at
www.srwestend.com

The West End Neighborhood Association Board:
President, Lea Barron-Thomas Vice President, Guy Dean
Secretary-Treasurer, Dan Wright
Board of Directors: Pat Bailey, Kernan Coleman, Rob Cox,
Carol Dean, Susan Hayes and Allen Thomas
Newspaper Editor and email updates: Lea Barron-Thomas

IMPORTANT
PHONE NUMBERS
EMERGENCY/POLICE 911
(On Cell phone dial 528-5222)
Non-emergency Police 528-5222

Neighborhood Watch Leaders
Decker St: Tracy Humphrey 570-0396
Boyce St: Chad Gallagher 332-7172
W. 8th St: Allen Barron-Thomas 477-8422
Hewitt St: Michael & Becky McGinnis 526-6868
Polk St: Tom Post 578-0345
W. 7th St: Josh Dillman 546-4831 338-4565
W. 6th St: John Mendes 575-0321
10th St: Jennifer Watson 568-3735
9th St: Sher Ennis 545-8677
Pierson St: Luke & Tiffany Kampmann 571-8987
Ripley St:: Kay Sullivan 526-5502
6th St.: Betsy Hall 481-2130

These sponsors have supported the West End Neighborhood- Return the favor!

WNA newsletter delivery provided by: Carol & Guy Dean, Margot Cox, Allen Thomas, Michael & Becky McGinnis, Tim Sarter &
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Andrew Zarillo, Juliet Wilson, & Betsy Hall.

