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                                            Media Release
     Chief Tom Schwedhelm


 
For Immediate Release

Monday, March 29, 2010
TO:

News Media

FROM:
Sgt. Michael Lazzarini
SUBJECT:
Serial Burglary Arrest – Assault on Police Officer


Case # 10-4562, 10-4260, 10-3772, 10-3232
On Monday, March 29, 2010 at approximately 2:40 p.m., Santa Rosa Police Officers were dispatched to a reported in progress burglary in the 1400 block of Tammy Way in Santa Rosa.  A resident was reporting a man trying to gain entry into his home through a window.  The suspect was scared off by the resident.  

While checking the neighborhood for the suspects, patrol officers noticed several window screens on a nearby home had been removed.  This home was also in the 1400 block of Tammy Way.  As the two officers began to investigative, they noticed that the back door to this second residence had been forced open.  The officers then noticed someone running around inside of the house. That individual was later identified as James Cramer, a 21 year old Santa Rosa resident.  
The officers yelled at Cramer to come out of the house.  Cramer tried escaping by jumping out a rear window, but retreated back inside as the officers jumped the rear fence into the back yard.  At that point, Cramer ran out the front door, where he encountered another uniformed police officer and a detective.  Cramer charged the uniformed officer and a fight ensued.  Cramer was taken into custody following a struggle with several officers, one of whom had to use an electronic control device in an effort to safely take Cramer into custody.   Cramer and one of the officers were transported to local hospitals for treatment to injuries they received during the struggle.  The officer suffered a hand injury and Cramer was treated for abrasions.  

Cramer was found to be in possession of items taken from inside the second house.  Detectives also determined that Cramer had packaged jewelry and other valuables into a pillow case that he was intending to steal from the house before the officers arrived. 

Following Cramer’s arrest, Property Crimes Detectives served a search warrant at Cramer’s residence, which is in the 800 block of Davis Street in Santa Rosa.  Based on that search, Detectives were able to recover stolen property from several other recent burglaries.  Evidence recovered during the search included jewelry, coins, laptop computers, replica firearms, guitars, small electronics, personal identification belonging to the victims, credit cards and more.  
Cramer was transported to the Sonoma County Jail and booked for Residential Burglary, Possession of Stolen Property, Resisting Arrest, Assault on a Police Officer and Probation Violations.  A Sonoma County Judge raised Cramer’s bail to $250,000 (two hundred and fifty thousand dollars).  

Anyone with information on Cramer’s involvement in these crimes is encouraged to contact Det. Brett Siwy at (707) 543-3575.  

Media inquires may be directed to Sgt. Michael Lazzarini, Property Crimes Investigation Team, at (707) 543-4019.  
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